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www.mayor-for-London.co.uk
Borwick reveals “witching hour” for bus crime in London

Victoria Borwick, contender for the Conservative mayoral nomination, today revealed shocking new evidence about the extent of crime on London’s transport network.

The statistics, obtained under the freedom of information act, painted a worrying portrait of London travel being mired by cases of sex attacks and serious assault.

Mrs. Borwick said, 

“I am shocked by the appalling level of serious crime on our transport. Last year there were over 175 cases of rape and sexual assault on London buses, 111 of these in broad daylight. 
“However, 27% of the 2500 violent crimes reported occurred late at night and in the small hours. When you consider that less than 10% of the population uses the transport system at these times it becomes obvious that urgent action needs to be taken.
“London is a 24/7 city, and we will not tolerate a witching hour.

“London needs tougher ‘New York’ style policing. If I became Mayor I would enforce a zero tolerance attitude towards street crime, employing expert advisers to help target crime hot spots and end the grip it has taken on the city. 

“London needs to be safe for it prosper. Whether coming back from a late shift, coming home from school or returning from the Friday night out, Londoners must be safe on public transport.
Ends

Notes to the editor:

· Statistics came from FoI request 2006120004088 submitted on 13th December 2006 to the Metropolitan Police. The specific information asked for was how many crimes had been committed on the London transport network last year, incorporating factors such as gender, time and type of crime.
· Information supplied by the Met related to crimes on buses only.
· Late night and daytime are in this case defined respectively as between 21:00pm – 5:59 am and 6:00 am – 17:00 pm.
