
BORWICK ACCUSES LIVINGSTONE OF UNDERMINING LONDON RACE RELATIONS

Conservative mayoral contender Victoria Borwick has criticised Ken Livingstone’s boycott of the race convention organised by the Commission for Racial Equality.

Mrs Borwick said Mr Livingstone’s refusal to take part was “petulant and ignorant” and would damage race relations in the capital.

The mayor pulled out because he has been angered by the warning from Trevor Phillips, the outgoing chairman of the CRE, who has said that multiculturalism could encourage the formation of racial ghettos.

Mrs Borwick said: “Trevor Phillips has brought honesty and bravery to the race debate by challenging the conventional wisdom that multiculturalism is the best way forward for our ethnic communities.

“His observation that Britain is “sleepwalking to segregation” should be taken seriously. As chairman of a community relations group in a London borough, I am well aware of the need to encourage greater integration among differing groups. 

“Multiculturalism can lead to separation not integration and set back the path of racial harmony. Mr Phillips’s remarks should be taken seriously and openly debated – not snubbed by a London mayor who seems obsessed with creating divisions in the capital, not unity.”
