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LIVINGSTONE MUST PLEDGE NO COUNCIL TAX HIKE TO BAIL OUT OLYMPICS

Victoria Borwick, who is bidding for the Conservative nomination as London mayoral candidate, has condemned Ken Livingstone for his role in the shambles of the London Olympics budget overshoot.

Mrs Borwick said: 

Tessa Jowell has now admitted that the Bill for the Olympic Games has soared by 40 per cent and that the total cost is heading for £6 billion.

The final figure is likely to be much higher – possibly £10 billion, according to press reports.

But just as worrying is the Government’s refusal to rule out another council tax increase over and above the £20 a year for 12 years Londoners are already paying for the Games.

Ken Livingstone has said that short of a disaster, extra costs will be met by the Treasury.

Now he has said he is “pretty determined” that he will not pile the extra costs on Londoners. 
But that is not how Gordon Brown is likely to view it.

Pretty determined is not good enough Ken. We need a cast-iron pledge from Livingstone that he won’t try to bail out his Labour friends by racking up the council tax again further penalising pensioners and the low paid.
We also hear that in a classic example of Labour’s incompetent style of government, Livingstone and Jowell cobbled together the wildly optimistic £2.4 billion construction budget for the Games over a cup of tea on her department’s sofa.

Not that Mr Livingstone is any stranger to getting his sums wrong or wasting public money.

Only this month he blew £29,000 on an abortive trip to Venezuela.

And the latest audit of his spending at City Hall shows that he is paying temporary staff over £650 a day – twice the amount paid to permanent staff doing the same job. He also has more than 500 people on his payroll of salaries average £50,000 a year.
My calculations show that Ken is already costing the average London council taxpayer £300 a year – nearly three times the amount when he first won office. 

Ken’s stunts don’t come cheap. London cannot afford the cost of Ken.
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