
 December 12, 2006,
TOUGH NEW YORK-STYLE POLICING NEEDED TO HALT JUVENILE CRIME WAVE, SAYS BORWICK

In response to shocking new figures published on Monday by the Evening Standard about London’s juvenile crime wave, Conservative mayoral contender Victoria Borwick has called for a radical overhaul of the capital’s policing.

The figures showed that 3000 under-13s were arrested last year in London, of which over 500 were detained for violent crimes, including rape and murder. A further 75 children were arrested for drugs offences, some of them for trafficking. 

Mrs Borwick said:  “This is a stunning indictment of Ken Livingstone’s policing policies. On the basis of the Metropolitan Police’s crime statistics, he has claimed that his so-called “neighbourhood policing works”. However, this new evidence suggests that the overall picture is not nearly as good as Mr Livingstone claims. 

How can Mr Livingstone claim to be cracking London’s crime problem when 16 teenagers have been charged with murder in the capital in the last year?

When I am elected as London’s Mayor, I will implement a much tougher   ‘New York’-style of policing. There will be zero tolerance of minor crime and many more police on the streets. 

Crucially, crime figures will be reported to me and the Commissioner daily, street by street. Individual officers will be made directly responsible for what is happening on their beat. We will encourage greater communication between police officers and local communities. The public will not just feel safer – it will be safer. 

