Mayor’s share of council tax is up 147% since he won power
KEN LIVINGSTONE today came under attack for a 147 per cent increase in his share of council tax since he came to power.

Conservative mayoral candidate Victoria Borwick said the levy – almost £304 for an average London household from April was “too high”.

The auburn-haired businesswoman, who campaigns under the slogan “a red head, not Red Ken”, has vowed to attempt to freeze the amount if she winds the Tory nomination to challenge Mr Livingstone in the 2008 elections and gets elected.

When Mr Livingstone came to power in 2000 his share of average council tax bills was £123. He now proposes to increase it by 5.3 per cent or £15 a year – taking it from £289 to £303.87 for a benchmark band D property. This means the total paid by a typical London household will rise from £1,219 to about £1,270 a year when his budget is ratified by the London Assembly on 14 February.

Ms Borwick, who today publishes a nine-page dossier entitled The Cost of Ken, said the Mayor’s tax demands would increase further if he was granted new powers over planning, housing and waste disposal.

Three-quarters of the money paid to the Mayor goes to help fund the Met police. The remainder is split between the fire authority, the London Olympics and running City Hall. Only one per cent helps fund Transport for London. Ms Borwick claimed there was “much evidence of waste”, with more that £100 million allegedly being spent on publicity and public information, while City Hall staff costs had almost trebled to £33 million in seven years.
But the Mayor said his latest increase averaged 29p a week, of which 24p would be spent on Safer Neighbourhoods police teams.

Westminster council also warned that if the Mayor’s demands continued to increase at a similar rate, its residents would be paying more to the Greater London Authority than for their borough services by 2012. Its band D tax is currently £659, of which it retains £370 and passes £289 to the Mayor.

Westminster deputy leader Colin Barrow said: “The Mayor has yet again proposed an inflation busting precept increase. Indeed it is becoming increasingly questionable whether the Mayor’s overall budget proposals represent value for money for Westminster’s residents and council tax payers.”

Council tax helps pay for local services such as policing and refuse collection. When the system was introduced all properties were put into valuation bands, which determine how much each household must pay. The bands in England are based on their value on 1 April 1991.

Westminster’s charges are relatively low compared to other boroughs but Wandsworth has the lowest council tax in the country, at £643 a year for a band D property. The most expensive boroughs are Kingston, charging £1,449 for band D, and Richmond, which charges £1,419.
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