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www.mayor-for-london.co.uk
Congestion Charge is an expensive flop
New official figures show only a tiny 1.5% of money from the charge goes on improving London Transport  
Victoria Borwick has welcomed Conservative Councillor Phil Taylor’s figures which demonstrate that the Congestion Charge is an expensive flop.
The Conservative councillor for Ealing Northfield has used figures from Transport for London to show that since its introduction in 2003 the Charge has taken £930 million from motorists and yet only made a surplus of £14million over the same period. The administration costs continue to rise, up this year to a staggering £16.6 million an 8.5% rise on last year.
Councillor Taylor’s research vindicates Mrs. Borwick’s stance on the charge. She believes not only is it an unfair tax on motorists and businesses but also that it is not the solution to London’s transport problems. Indeed a recent survey by the Evening Standard has shown that traffic speeds within the zone are actually slower now than they were before the charge was introduced.
Mrs. Borwick commented “This research has shown what we all thought before. The Congestion Charge is just another incredibly wasteful and inefficient scheme from TFL and does nothing to get London moving again.
This is not surprising considering Livingstone is the Mayor who has increased his share of the average council tax bill to £300 a year, cares little for what Londoners really wants and presides over an ever expanding bureaucracy. Londoners are fed up of Livingstone and his cronies and its time for a new face.”
Mrs. Borwick believes she is the right woman for the job. She wants to reduce the amount of spending and waste at City Hall, ensure Londoners feel able to walk the streets of the without fear of crime and wants to get London moving again. “Londoners deserve a first class Mayor and next May Londoners will have a choice.”
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