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Thank you Gay, running the Fine Art and Antiques Fairs at Olympia was a busy time and gave me the opportunity of getting to know many of you here, and making friendships that have lasted over the years.  

I enjoyed building up the Summer Fairs; in fact, some of the ideas for the June fair came from my trips to the Biennale with Alison Vaissiere and Elaine Dean.  The relaunch of the November Fair with the support of the B.A.D.A dealers, and the launch of the Spring Fairs which could not have happened without Angus Stewart’s inspirational loan exhibitions, Bacon, Moore, Vaughan, Gwen John, Augustus John, and all the rest.

In our best years over 100,000 people came to the Olympia fairs, and we had almost 30 loan exhibitions.  Britain has always been a great trading nation and the business done at Olympia is part of that tradition and part of our thriving art and antiques market.

The UK art market is one of the largest in the world, worth approximately £4.6 billion a year.  London’s cultural and creative sector, taken as a whole, as we are represented here today, is a major economic force, and second only to the financial services industry for the wealth it creates.  

We are all here because we wish to protect and promote that industry, and we want a great capital city that encourages and invests in arts and antiques and appreciates the importance that this investment brings not only in economic terms, but in the richness of the cultural traditions of this nation.

And that’s where my current ambitions come in.  Alongside my time working at Earls Court and Olympia and prior to antiques, running other fairs, I started my voluntary work – I served on the Social Services committee doing volunteer visiting of old people’s day care and residential homes and I have to say some of it was pretty depressing.  I can remember one visit where the doors had been taken off the loos just so that those who were in charge could reduce staff numbers.  As a result of all of this I became active in local politics.

After leaving Olympia, I worked for the Conservative party and was the National fundraising director.  Our target was to raise £1 million a month – and even then our objective was to increase the donations from around the country, rather than seek major donations from a few wealthy donors.  I worked for Stanley Kalms the founder of Dixons, which was a great experience.  

More recently I worked for a mediation and arbitration company in Gray’s Inn – we handled commercial mediations and also had the contract for the Financial Services Authority which was interesting as the UK is the only country that mediates its regulatory disputes much to the amazement of our European neighbours.  I would certainly recommend mediation to you all; the opportunity of being able to talk across the table rather than in the formalised environment of a courtroom is a faster and certainly cheaper way of settling disputes.

In 1999, for the first London Mayor contest, after the false start with Jeffrey Archer, Steve Norris asked me to run as his deputy and we spent a very busy 6 months canvassing throughout inner and outer London.  There were so many invitations to speak that it gave me an excellent opportunity to learn about the different parts of London that make our great capital city.

I continued my London wide experience working with Steve and the other conservative candidates for the GLA across London for the 2004 campaign.

5 years ago, I became a local councillor in Kensington & Chelsea and served on Education, Libraries and Arts, and also on the planning committee.  Working on planning has given me an increasing interest in the housing situation across London and the chance to meet housing associations, property developers and discuss the housing crisis we have in London – Immigration and population changes mean that over the next 10 years some 700,000 people are expected to flood into a city that is already overcrowded, worsening the existing problems of housing, transport and the other infrastructure. 

Recently, I have become chairman of Kensington & Chelsea Borough Community Relations, which has a very wide brief, as this includes crime, the police, transport, housing provision, and almost any way that residents can interact with the Council. 

Which leads me back to my campaign to be the Conservative Candidate for Mayor.

The responsibilities of the Mayor are similar to those of running a major business, which requires strategic planning, skilful negotiating, careful budgeting and providing value for money.  These are goals for which Ken Livingstone seems to have little interest.  The cost of keeping Livingstone in office is now completely out of control.  The budget for running Livingstone’s private office and staffing is now £14 million pounds per year.

He has more than doubled the council tax precept that pays for the Mayor, and is now costing us over £300 a year in addition to our council tax.   Under Ken we have seen above inflation tax rises every year, we have seen annual bus and tube fare rises of over 10%.  This is making business increasingly expensive, and London unattractive.  We must ensure that we have a city that continues to encourage business, and does not price itself out of that competitive advantage.   

London needs to be safe not only for ourselves and our families but to ensure that our visitors and customers feel confident when they visit our great city, so my first priority would be tackling crime and public safety.

Transport, We need to keep London moving – Transport for London figures for the Strand, say that traffic is now 2.9 mph – it was faster by horse and cart, and certainly not improved by the narrowing of the roadways. Those who make deliveries in London have had to increase the number of vans because of the slow traffic speeds – adding to the number of vehicles on the road. Traffic would also flow easier if there were more flexible arrangements for commercial unloading.  

If you are based in Central London you know how damaging the Congestion Charge has been to business.  The number of firms operating inside the current congestion charge zone has dropped by 1,000, and over 85% of businesses voted against the western extension of the zone.

I know many of the dealers in the Notting Hill and Portobello areas have complained bitterly about the pollution caused by the buses, particularly the buses that puff out their black emissions at pushchair and pavement level and are too wide for our residential streets.

And what about the Olympics – originally calculated to cost each and every one of us £20 a year for 12 years.  Well I was talking to Ken Livingstone’s financial advisor the other day, after a recent visit to the Olympics site and he said we were already spending over a billion a year, and the current cost estimate looks like being at least 8 billion and rising.

So we have a government and a Mayor who have colluded to hide the full cost of the Olympics from us, and expect Londoners to pick up the tab.  

And as a result of this expenditure we know we will see continued reduction in spending on arts and sports,  Museum attendance is higher than attendance at football matches, but we have already seen the largest cut in cultural funding made by any government in history.  Lottery money that should come to the arts has been diverted elsewhere.  and  this is a government that closes libraries but opens casinos.   You don’t see Ken Livingstone supporting libraries – only whacky festivals for so called oppressed minorities, St Patrick’s Day but not St Georges Day, and Cuban festivals, Zulu drummers and Afghan musicians in Trafalgar Square.

But it does not have to be this way, 

Every year the Conservative team at the London Assembly have put forward alternative budgets that promote the important services, but contain Ken’s extravagances.  Conservative Councils have a reputation for running good services at less cost, and it is these disciplines, that need to be brought to the Mayor’s Office.

My mix of business and political experience has helped me understand that the concerns of business and the arts are the concerns of all Londoner’s.  For London to thrive it is vital that people can visit, can afford to live, work and play in the city, free from the fear of crime and the frustrations of travel delays and traffic jams in an environment and streets clear of pollution and graffiti. 

As Mayor, I would ensure that the budget is brought back under control, and create an environment that encourages business and visitors to London.

This is a serious matter, as I have travelled around London I know how many people are fed up with Ken Livingstone, his cheeky chappy image his overseas jaunts to foreign dictators, his taunting of journalists, and his outrageous extravagance with our money.  Is this what you want for our London Mayor?  Vote for me and I’ll change London the way I changed Olympia – and I would be so happy to have the support of those who were my companions in the Arts.  Now is your chance to do something about choosing the mayor, and ensure that next time we get a red head not red Ken!
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