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www.mayor-for-London.co.uk
“The straw that broke the camel’s back” - Borwick blasts the congestion charge.

Victoria Borwick, contender for the Conservative Mayoral nomination, today protested against the extension of the congestion charge zone and its effects on local business at a rally in West London.

Protestors cited figures showing the crippling effect of the charge on small business and called on Mayor Livingstone to scrap it.

Mrs Borwick said,

“I am here today to protest against the damage caused by the congestion zone to London’s residents and small businesses. 

“Last year over 1000 small, privately run businesses in London closed. Those that survived within the zone now face a mixture of spiralling overheads and declining custom at the hand of the charge.

“For small business, this is the straw that broke the camel’s back.

“The decline in small business, the onslaught of high street competitors and the breakdown of community spirit under Livingstone and the congestion charge is now threatening to turn London into a ‘clone’ city, robbing it of its character and its local services.
“Livingstone has treated London with contempt. He has ignored public opinion and branded his own consultation on the matter as a charade. 

“London needs a Mayor that will respond to its needs, engaging with the boroughs to ensure that local interests are considered. London wants real representation, not a bullying bureaucracy.”

The rally saw other local community figures appear to register their support for the protest including Sir Malcolm Rifkind, MP for Kensington & Chelsea, and Jane Clegg, founder of local business Percy Bass and a one of the area’s most committed anti-charge campaigners.

Ends

